Health economics of tick-borne diseases by Smit, Renata
  
 University of Groningen
Health economics of tick-borne diseases
Smit, Renata
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.
Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Publication date:
2016
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database
Citation for published version (APA):
Smit, R. (2016). Health economics of tick-borne diseases. [Groningen]: Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.
Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the









1. Tick-borne encephalitis (TBE) reflects a high burden in Europe. Lyme borreliosis 
(LB) is becoming a Europe-wide epidemic threat (this thesis).  
2. Vaccines against TBE are available but they are likely underused at the European 
level and so do not optimally reduce the TBE burden, whereas vaccines for LB are 
still in the phase of development (this thesis). 
3. The full burden of TBE, inclusive corrections for under-reporting and under-
ascertainment, is ideally expressed in Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) (this 
thesis). 
4. The first study on the cost-effectiveness of vaccination against TBE, using a 
Markov model, shows favourable cost-effectiveness for Slovenia (this thesis).  
5. Increasing investments in continued efforts for the development of safe, efficient, 
and well-tolerated vaccines for LB are warranted (this thesis).  
6. Rising awareness on TBE and LB and their consequences within the general 
population is needed (this thesis). 
7. New technologies, novel approaches, and innovative solutions in vaccinology 
crucially enhance public health and so support continued economic and social 
development in Europe.  
8. The Dutch approach of voluntary vaccination is to be preferred over the Slovene 
mandatory vaccination for approximately 10 infections (inclusive DTPP, Hib, 
TBC, MMR and Hepatitis B).  
 
 
